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Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to their duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §1.56, applicants hereby 
bring to the examiner's attention patent documents that may be material to the examination of 
the above-identified application. Therefore, in compliance with 37 C.F.R. §1.97 and §1.98, 
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documents, and a copy of each non-U. S. patent document. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted more than three months 
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may be required during the pendency of this application under 37 C.F.R. 1 . 1 6 or 37 C.F.R. 
1.17 to Deposit Account No. 13-2855. A duplicate copy of this Transmittal is enclosed 
herewith. 

We also enclose a copy of a PCT Search Report for the convenience of the 

examiner. 
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DE 196 46 484 is equivalent to U.S. Patent No. 5,837,789; 

WO 02/32964 is equivalent to U.S. Patent Publication No. 2003/14901; 

EP 0 223 063 is equivalent to U.S. Patent No. 4,769,427; 

DE 199 55 861 is equivalent to U.S. Patent No. 199 55 861 and U.S. Patent 



DE 37 16 543 is equivalent to U.S. Patent No. 4,897,220; 

DE 38 18 426 is equivalent to U.S. Patent No. 5,104,951; and 

DE 103 58 372 is equivalent to U.S. Patent Publication No. 2006/0235141. 



Publication No. 2004/0186229; 
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233 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 6300 
Sears Tower 
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(312) 474-6300 
Attorney for Applicant 
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